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TOME. 
Reader. 
/ READER, 


T4 not now the 
__ Orderor Cha 
A; racer;; of: our: 
Cierov.,:udr their Þ 
power of Binding and 
Abſokving Sinners, 4-7 
which the PeogLE © 
have any great. te- 

gard for, but onely 
3 our 


To the Reader. 
our Lungs and facut- | 
ties of PREACHING: 
bence it comes topaſs, | 
that by ths curioſity 
after Preaching, the 
People are betray'd 
to the cogenage of e- 
very new Light and 

Impoſtor in Rehgi- | 
on, who commonly a 
gealouws and eloquent 
Preacher, and ſo pro- 


found a Diſſembler, 


that we are no1 other- 


wile 


To the Reader. _. 
 ' wiſe able to detefi 
+ him, but by enquiring 
| intobis Miſſion. 


(1) 


A 
"LETTER 


TO A 
Non-conformiſt Miniſter 


} Shewing the NuLLITY 


of the Presbyterian Miſſron 


and Authority to PREACH 
the GOSPEL. 


SIR, 

. Should be very 
8 much oblig'd to 

. receive a Satisfa- 


A5 ion 


(2) 

&ion from you, wb 
I-could never give 
my felt concerning 
the Validity of your 
Presbyterian Miſf- 
on: 1 conceive it to 
be the moſt material ! 
thing in difference 
between us; and that 
it ought to be conſl1- 
dered in the firſt 

lace, there being no 
Finpefture like that 
of afſuming to be 


Preachers 


forming Anceffors , 


(3) 
Preachers of the Go- 


ſpel without lawful 
Authority, IT hall 
here ks. Py you 
with the Reaſons of 
my diſſatisfa&tion in 
this matter. 

Firſt then I muſt 
crave your pardon 
to look backward 5 
far as your firſt Re- 


( from whom Pref 


bytery does more im- 
mediately 


(4) 
mediately derive it 


ſelf Mr. Calvin in 


Geneva, Mr. Knox T 


in Scotland, c.And 
then permit me to 
ask a certain Que- 
ſtion, which hither- 
to none of you 
would do. us the 
kihdneſs to reſolve, 
Who lent Themto 
reform the Church, 
or (as you phraſe 
it ) to Preach the 
Goſpel? 


"—- 


7 
| 


| 


(5) 
Goſpel? and How 


ſhould: they Preach 


except they were 


ſent © Rom. 10. 15. 


which words of St. 
Paul ſeem to be a 
queſtion, but are in- 
deed a fulland pe- 
remptory Athrmati- 
on, That no Abili- 
ties of popular Elo- 
quence can qualifie 
any perſons for Prea- 


hens of the Goſpel, 


without 


(6) 

withoutexternal and 

lawtul Mz:fſon. 
This then I ſhall 


lay down as a Foun- 
dation to what I 
have to ſay, That 
lawful Miſnor is el- 
{ential to a Preacher 
of the Goſpel. And 
if fo, I ſhall endea- 
vour to make evi- 
dent,”T hat all your 
Predeceflors of the 
Kirk Chow able {o- 


ever 


te 
ever as to other qua- 
lifications ) wanted 
this eſſentzal ; and 
conſequently your 
ſelf whoderiveaSuc- 
ceflion from them. 
Grant me ('Sir ) 
a little of your pa- 
trence, and oonſf1i- 
der, T here are onely 
theſe Five imagina- 
ble AuTraoRITIES 
from whence they 


could pretend to 


have 


(S) 


have received it. 


1. The Spirit of 


God: 2ly, Them- 
ſelves or their own 
internal Spirit. 3ly, 
Or.che People: 4ly, 


Chriſt and his Apo- 


ſtles. 5ly, Or the 
Church of Rome. 
Other Amthority or 
Miſon ( as namely, 
Thar of the Greek 
Church) you willnot 


-pretend to. 
FT, Firſt, 


. 


(9) 
Firft, From the 


Spirit of God. This 


you know to be the 
matter 13 queſtion, 


andthe cternal Con- 
troverlic , and the 
2ion of all 
F anaticks ; it will be 
therefore a. reaſona- 
ble demand , By 
what Evidences did 


it appeare tO the 


World? And how 


ſhalltheContemners 


of 


C10) 
of your Goſpel be 
left unexcuſable, but 
by evidence of their 
Authority who are 


{ent to reveal it? In 
the Aﬀairs of this 


World, Ambaſſa- 
dors you know, muft 
not want their Cre- 
dentials ; how much 
lefs the Ambaſſadors 
of Religion? Doubt- 
leſs that of your An- 
ceſtors muſt needs 
have 


ea ——— ... 


(11) 
have been an Em- 
baſſie extraordinary, 
being to Reform 
the World, over- 
run (in their ſenſe) 
with Idolatry and 
Superſtition. 

To this you an- 
ſwer, That the pow- 
erful gifts and fan- 
ity of thoſe per- 
ſons were 1uffcient 
Evidences of ther 
being Inſpirdby the 
Spirit 


019) 
Spirit of God; and 
that the Converfion 
of many T houſands 
from Superſtition to 
Godlineſs was an ur 
doubted5ealtorheir 
Miniſtry. This isthe 
Anfſwerof all Diflen- 
ters-and - Parties of 
what Name ſoever, 
 Anabaptiſts, Bebe- 
miſts, T hatthey 
+ ealily converted ma- 
ny Thouſands no 
body 


(13) 
body denies ; but 
whether from Super- 
ſtition to Godlinels, 7. 
or onely to pride, 
cen{oriouſnels, and 
contempt of all Au- 
thority, is the great 
Controverſie. Nay, 
was it) neverimade a 
Note, of a'man con 
verted,' (as the ex- 
celtent F riendly:De- 
batt obſerves) "That 
—_—_ He have-a 
-_ 


(14) 
great many Faults, - 
yetheis wrought to 
an Antipathy to 
Biſhops, Common 
Prayer and Surplice? 
And as to your elf, 
I: might appeal to 
your Conlcience, 
whether you eſteem 
any. man: a right 
Gonvert,, that is a 
Ea1zND to: theſe 


Thivos: Astothole | * 
romekul Gift yolt | 
359 ie " peok..| 


| 


| 


| 


(t5) 
{peakot, you do not 
mean any.thing that 
is miraculaus., or 
that other Secs will 
nat as- ſoon; pretend 
tar, And traly. as 


for\ the Sanding of 


yaur; whole Party., 
obſervable. is - the 
Galvin, hinalelk,. .vn 


his Goment:.on the 


Khirgyfaurth:Maya 
vn {; the Kleventh 
lr: CRE 


(16) 
Chapter of Danel; 
and I promiſe you 
not to injure him in 
{ © the Quotation, Sed 
in illorum exiguo nu- 
mero qui ſeſe ab Ido- 
lolatriss Papatus ſub- 
duxerunt, major pars 
plena eft perfidia &- 
dolis : preclarum qui- 
dem celum ſimulant ; 


reperies 'plenos eſſe 
fraudibus, Of that 
1.3. (mall 


ſed fs intus excutias, 


—  —_—— 


"> 


hs oe ya, mos 


_— 


pn, — ed. 


ſal & — nan my —\ prog 


han 4 ad 


h_ 


(25) 
{mall number of per- 
| | ſons (ſaith be) who 

f profeſs the pure Goſ- 
pel, the greater part 
is full of perfidioul- 
neſs and deceit; they 
pretend an excel- 
lent Zeal, butityou 
inſpe&t them narrow- 
ly, you ſhall tinde 


themabounding w#* 
| Frauds. 


Secondly, T bem- 
| ſekves, or their own 
B internal 


(26) 
internal Spirzt. It is 
ablurd; tor fo all 
men may become 
Preachers of the Go- 
ſpel, that will aſlume 
the confidence. 


Authority for good: 
and: then, 1 pray, 
will not Socinigns, 


Anabaptists ,-' Behe- 
 viſts, Fifth, Monar- 
"—_ men, ; (and who | 
fad 6 not) 


F hirdly, the Peo- | 
ple. Let us allow this þ 


hl 


a 


(27) 
not). enter in at this 
Door, and plead 
their Call by the 
People to Reform 
the Presbyterians 2 
be -pleas'd to tell us 
what People do you 
mean:?- If thoſe of 
Y.OUr” OWIT Opinion, 
they. \ wild not in 


fome places. amount 
to:ai Fourtvon Fifth 


part: of the: Beople, 
and: muſt-all the reft! 
13 Bao be 


(28) 
be debar d from E- 
lIe&ting their owne 
Preachers ? belides, 
you know, it isnot 
the Peoples Election 
alone that can Con- 
ſtitute a Preacher of 
the Goſpel; it is the 
Miſſion and Ordina- 


ceſſors , that I am 
now enquiring after. 
You cannot be Ig- 
norant concerning 


the 


tion of your Prede- | 


| 
| 


(29) 


| | thepopular EleQion 


of Miniſters , that it 
had been diſus'd ma- 
ny Centuries before 

| Catvin; forthe Tu- 
| mults, FaQions, and 
Confulitons that at- 
tended it : the un- 
ſtable People ſeldom 
or never agreeing a- 
bout the Perſons to 
be Eleted ; and I am 
{ure there is no Pre. 
cept of Scripture1n- 


B3 velts 


(30) 

veſts them with any 

fuch power. 
Fourthly, Or 


will you derive your | 


Maiifiry fromChriſt 
and ts Apoſtles ? 
Bat all Diſſenters 
proclaim their Ex- 
trathon fron the 
ſame Original: which 
of them ſhall we be- 
heve? From Chriſt 
and his Apoltles! 
Gave me leave to 


ask 


| 


| 


_ —C 


(31) 
ask whether im: 
meatately or med:- 
ately ? Immediately 


you will not fay; it 


mediately, I pray in- 


form us by whom? 
Or from whoſe 
hands did your Px- 
ritan © Anceftors re- 
ceive their Miſfon 
and Ordination £ 
Well, Fifthly, 
Some. body muſt 
{end them to Preach 
B4 the 


(32) 
the Goſpe/: Was it | 1 
the Cuurcn of 4 
Rome? Yes, I have | { 
heard you fay; and }.. 
is not this to con. | 
fels your ſelves the | 

E miſſaries of Anti- 

chriſt, that Man of | 
Sin, the Whore of | 
Babylon? Quid Chri- 
ſto cum Belial? But 
the unhappineſs of it f 
is, that this M{7fſon 
from Rome, or Ko- 
mane 


UM 


# (33) 
t | mane Biſhops, willas 
f þ ſoon W atrant the 
{ Sermons of a Popiſh 
| |. Fryar, as thoſe of 
- | your Predeceſſors. 


| And as to your pre- 


| tended Oraination 
' from Rome, there is 
one Difficulty in it, 
that I confeſs I can- 
not reſolve; Was it 
not Epiſcopal Ordi- 
nation, if any, they 
received from that 


B 5 Church? 


$. ..._& 


(34) 
Church? And was 
ſuch Oraznationgood 
and yalid, yea or | 
no? If 000d, where- : 
fore will you needs | 
aboliſh it, as repug- 

nant to the Word | 
of God? If not, 
what will become of 
your Orders? And 
further, | would 
oladly underſtand ; 
are any perſons ſent 
to g0 and  preactt 
the 


UN 


(35) 
the Goſpel after their 
own ſenſe? It 1o, 
then he that hath re- 
ceived Miſſion from 
your {irk , may 
when he hiſt become 
an Independant or A- 
nabaptifs Preacber , 
and juſtifie his new 
Dodrine. by your 
Commiſſion. 

As for Gakun; 
Bega, who wrote his 
Life, informs us, that 


he 


(36) 


he was never Initia- 


red into any Orders 


of the R oMANE 
i v7. Church ; Nut 
Calvini. [55 erat Ponti- 
ficirs ordinibus ini- 
tiatmws; are Bexa's 
words, who being 
his oreat Acquaint- 
ance and Succeflor 
at Geneva,could not 
but know it very 
well. I was of opt- 
nion, that your 
Founder 


: i i 
_ _—— —a— —— a CE en ms Ho has «v4 —— 


(37) 


| Founder Calvin had 


been in ſome Orders, 
until your own Be- *' 
Fa inform d me to - 
the contrary. ÞFar- 
rellus allo and Viret 
his fellow Preachers 
in Geneva, you will 
find in theſame guer- 


po, without Orders: 


as for Fohn Knox, he 
was (faith Mr. Clark 
a Presbyterian Mini- 
ſter, who writes his 


life) 


(39) 
life ) put intoorders 
very young ; thatis, 
when he was profel: 
ſedly of the Rowan 
Catholique Re eligi- 
on, he was made Dea 
conor Prieſt of that 
Church, by Epiſco- 
pal Qudkderion: but 
all this while we are 
to ſeek for theirPres- 
byterianMifſion: did 
Fobn Knoxreceive a- 
_ «ny Authority to or- 

dain 


—— 


(39) 
dainother Presbyte- 

{ rians? could he con: 
fer a power on O- 
thers, which he had 
notreceived, of or- 
daining Miniſters ? 
to ſay there was ne- 
ceſiity forit, is an an- 
{wer that will excuſe 
alſo other diflenters, 
pleading the fame 
neceſhity of their M- 
niſtry; of. all which; 
our Churchisfo (cn- 
ſible, 


(40) 
ſible, thatſhe will ad- 
mit none of your 
Brethren to her E- 
clefiaſtical FupRions 
without Reordinati- 
on. Presbyteri &5 
Diacont preter Epiſ- 
copum nihil agere 

pertentent, Saith the 
| Forticth Canon of 

the Apoſtjes ; a Ca- 
non which , if it 
were not Apoſtoli- 
cal, youcannot deny 
to 


(41) 
be very ancient :;and 
do not Epiphanius 
and Saint Auſtin re- 
count it amony the 
Herefies of Aerim, 
that he aftrmd , 
Biſhop and Presby- 
ter were the ſame 
thing ? Aerins cum 
eſſet Bresbyter (faith 
Saint Auſtin )doluiſſe 
fertur quod Epiſcopus 
Hon poturt Heres. $3: 
ordinari, &c. Aerins 


being 


(42) 
being a Presbyter, | « 
reſented his dilap- | 
pointment of a Bi- 
fthoprick ; andto 1a- 
tisfie his humour of 
revenge,wouldneeds 
aſſert, that they are 
the ſame office. Thus | 
for ought I can ſee, 

your Presbyterian 

Anceſtors had no 

Miſſion at all, or no 

more then other. . 
Difſanters, who all 
derive 


(43) 
derive themlfelves 
f from Chriſt and his 

Apoſiles, from the 
Spirit of God, ©. 
S$leidan a Proteſtant 
Hiſtorian reports 
| his Commentarts , 
that Luther, hearmg 
of the matkrirades atl- 
ſembled, by T homas 
Muncer the famous 
Prophet of the 
Anabaptiſts, wrote 
an Epiſtleto the Ma- 
oiltrates 


(44) 


giſtrates of Muthuſen | 


a City 1 in Germany, 
where the ſaid Mun- 


cer remained, ad- 


ent him to Preach 


the Goſpel ? and it. 
he anſwered God, 


that he evidence it 
by ſome fign or. ex- 
traordinary token ; 
otherwiſe that he be 
rejected, boc enim 
proprinm 


viſing them to To- 
= of him, who' |. 


f 


| 


(45) 
; | proprium &» famili- 
are eſt Deo C laid 
Þ Luther) ut quoties 
conſuetam &» ordina- 
| riam viam velit im- 
' |. mutari, tum volun- 
| tatem ſuam aliquo 
F frgno declaret. 
|, The ſamequare, 
| Sir, you may at your 
leiſure do us the fa- 
vour torelolve in re- 
ference to your ſelf; 
 Youcannotalas! 


plead 


(46) 
plead any neceſlity 
to. Reform Epiſco- 
pacy , but all the 
other Sefs will plead 
the ſame to Reform 
you. Nor will. it re- 
lieveyou toſay,that 
by this Argument 
the Fewiſh Church 
rejected Chriſt and 
bis Apoſtles : The 
caſe.not being - the | 
ſame EXLiy , Chiſt 
and the: Fewiſh 
Ret Church, © 


(47) 
Church, and between - 
us and you. To 1a- 
tisfie the Fews and 
their queſtion, By 
what authority doeſs 
thou theſe - Mims e 
Qur bleſled Saviour 
appeals to' the Mh- 
racks: ; which; : he 
wrought, If. yaw he: 
heve not-me, balteae 
the marks: -mibichc4 
do,'/Nor will:it;ayait 
you: to; return: the 
queſtion 


(45) 
queſtion upon our 
ſelves, who ſent usto 
R eform the Church 
of Rome? T his tru- 
ly is no anſwer, but 
a deſiring us to an- 
ſwer for you. Be 
plkas'dto know then 
that the Church of 
England was never 
of your froward and 
 uncharitable humor 

in relation to that 
Church, toReform 


Our 


(49) 
our ſelves ( ſaith Mr. 
Hooker _) is not to 
+ ſever from the 
Church we were of 
before, Fccleſ. Pol. 
Lib. 3. Sef.1, We 
are very ſenſible of 
their Errors, andyet 
we confeſs with Ie, 
Auſtin , there is no 


juſt neceſſi ity to di- 
| vide the Unity of 


| | theCatbolick Church; 


becauſe Separations 


'Þ in 


(x0) 
in the Church tend 


to no other end, but 


to diſcredit the Chri- 


ſftian Religion, and 
render it fels conſt 


derable, if not con- | 


temptible to its Ad- 
verfaries, T wrks and 
Infidels : He that 
will admit no Church 
(faith Primate Bram- 
hall) but thatwhich 
is 1potlels, with A- 
ceſs , muſt provide 


-a Ladder 


1 


(51) 

a Ladder for himſelf 

to climb alone to 

[ Heaven. i- ohh 
But as to your ; « 

Party (Sir ) I pray 

| who gave.them any, 

| Authority toPreach 

their. Reformation to 

| theſe: - Kangdomes 2 

Give me leave to 

obſerve to:you this 

paſlage. in the. $6.aco> 

wan Catechijm;therc 

[remember the ques 


53 © 2 {tion 


(52) 
ſtion is put, Nam 7: 
qui docent in eccteſ1a 
(Sociniana ) ut ſm- 


gulart aliqua ratione 


mittantur opus ha- | 
bent? Whether the | 


Preachers of Hocini- | 


an Do@Grine , have 
need of any extraor- 
dinary miſfon? "The 


Anſwer is, Nullo mo- | 


4 


do, quia nullam no- | 


UVam , nec inauditam 


afferunt doFrinam , 


"OVA 


: 
£ 
i 


Þ» 


kt 


(53) 
ec. That is not at 
all, becauſe Socinians 
preach no. new nor 
ſtrange Dodrine,but 


{ that onely which is 


Primitive and decla- 


| 


? 


red m the Holy 
Scriptures. T he ſame 
is affirmed by Mr. 
CaFvin concerning 
his own Reforma- 
tion in the Preface 
to his Inflitutions., 
which the Lutherans 


C3 (you 


(54) 
(you know) will by | 
no means admit for |} 
truth : SeeConradws | 
Scluſelburg de T beo- 
logia Calviniftarum, 
Indeed it had been 
ſomewhat, if it were 
not the matter 1n 
queſtion; or if Soct- 
nians, Bebemiſts, and | 
allthe SeFs that ever | 
moleſted the Church, 
did not urge as 
much for themlelys, 


boaſting 


F 
N 


j |. your Party agree 


(55 ) La. 


. not ( it opportunity 


truth. To lay that 


with us in all the 
Vital Articles of Re- 
ligion, is tolay what 
perhaps few of you 
believe; for I doubt 


ſerv'd) every Set of 
you would advance 
its reſpetive Reh- 
gion, as it that onely 
were Goſpel, and all 

B 4 other 


(56) 


other but Lyes and | 
Superſtition : Or if t 


you do believe it, 
the more is your un- | 


happineſs to moleſt 


the Church about | 


opinions, which you . 


donoteſteemof any 
vital importance. 


I wiſh I couldob- 


I'ge you toconſider, 
whether you ought 
totake upon you to - 
Reform, that is, ſup- 

preſs the 


4 


"= 


þ 


(57) 
the univerſal order of 


Chriſts Church by 


Biſhops &c. Baniſh 
all ancient Liturgies; 
theuſeof the Creed; 
theLordsprayer,and 
ten Commandments 
out of your publique 
Devotions; all An- 
niverſary Solemni- 
ties of Chriſts Natt- 
vity, Reſurre&ion; 
ec. all- Reverence 
or. Kneeling: at the 


holy; 


(58) 
holy - Sacraments of 
Chriſts Body and 
Blood ; revile the 
Church ( whereof I 
cannot ſay, you but 
your Anceſtors,were 


made Members by 
Baptiſm ) with the 
Names ofSuperſtiti- 
on and ldolatry. 
Preach your deſpe- 


\. rate Dodrine of ab- 


folute R oprobatien, 
andthe impoſſibility 
LI of 


(59) 


- of keeping Gods 


Commandments: in- 
troduce your own 
extemporary mnven- 
tions inſtead of Li- 
turgy: Levy Warr 
againſt your Sove- 
raign ; and all this 
without any Autho- 

rity | 
For all theſe 
ſtrange things 1 
ſhould think, Sir, 
your Anceſtors had 
- but 


(69) | 
but needof ſome ex- | 
traordinary Miſſion. 4 


But perhaps you :|. 


will Anſwer andttell 


us, F hat there have Þ 
been extraordinary 'Þ 


Prophets ſent - into \ 
the VW orld without | 
Miracles , as Fobn | 
the Baptiſt : And k 
2Iy, I hat Mracles 
are no: certain Signs 
of true Prophets. 


As for Fohn the 
Bap- 


9 * 
Baptiſt, you may re- 


. + memberthewords of 

4. the Angel, Luke 2. 
| - 15. hewasfilled with 
' + the Holy Ghoſt 


from his Mothers 
Womb; he ſballgo 
before in the Spirit 
and power of Elias 
( a Character to w® 
your Brethren will 
not pretend). he was 
a perſon prophelied 
of many Ages before 
his 


(62) 
tys Birth; 1/2. 40. 2. 
The Voice of one 
crying in the W1l- 
derneſs, make ſtrait 
the way of the Lord, 
ec. 

219 That Mira- 
cles areno certain E- 
vidences of true Pro- 

Phets ; becauſe there 


 ſball riſe falſeClvis 


which Rallſbes, great 


Sins and Wonders, 
inſo. 


and falſe Prophets, 


| 


_ -—- 


| 


—— —— 


! 


(63) 
inſomuch that if it 


were poſſible, they 


ſhall aecerve the Very 


T Ele: W berefore if 


they ſhall ſay unto you, 
behold be is intheDe. 


ſert, go not forth ; be- 


bold be is 4n theſecret 
Chambers, believe it 
not, Math. 24. 24. 
That falle Prophets 
can work any miracle 
but deceptio wiſus, 1 
donot believe. 1 he 
mean- 


(64) 
meaning of our Sa- 
viours words is this; 
That if any other | 
Prophet after him 
ſhall ariſe, aſſuming 
to be that Chriſt or 
Mefſias ſent from 
God,though hemay. 
pretend to ſtrange 
things, believe him 
not, go not forth at- 
ter him. If new Pro- 
phets, Sir, though 
they come with a 
thew. 


___— ———_—— 


— <a 


(65) 


| ſhew of miracles, are 


; f tobe ſuſpeRed ; ſhall 


we preſently receive 
all the Preachers of 
newLights,that have 

, not ſo much as the 
pretence? 

I finda late Wri- 
ter aſſerting, T hat in 
holy Scripture,there 
be two marks by w® 
together, not aſun 
der, atrue Prophet 
or one newly ſent 

from 


(66) 
from God is to be 
known : One is the 
doing of miracles ; 
T heother is the not 
teaching any moral 
Dodrine adverſe to 


that which hath been :|- 


already preach'd of 
old : Afunder (he 
laith)neitherof theſe 
is ſufficient: and for 
proof alledgeth two 
places of Scripture , 
Dent. 13.1,2,3. cont 


pared with 


| , 


LIV 


(67) 
with Matth. 24. 24. 
 -Our bleſſed Saviour 
.and his Apoltles tal- 
filled both theſe 
marks, Firſt, in their 
Miracles, Ads 2. 22, 


t Secondly , they 


taught no Dodtrine 


of Morality, oppo- 
fite to that which 


they found already 


eſtabliſhed. Chriſt 


came not to deſtroy 


the Law, but to fulfil 
it, 


(68) 


it, ſaying none other | 


things, then what 
Moſes and the Pro- 
phets did ſay ſhould 
come to paſs. But he 
-Preached a Do- 


'@rine, which hadall 


the obliging Chara- 


Rersof Vertue and 


Goodneſs, of Peace 
and Love; witnels 
his excellent Sermon 
on the Mount ; non 
vox bominem ſonat. 


There 


| 


( 69) 
There hepreſles the 
neceſſity of | Moral 
Goodnels, and keep- 
ing the Command- 
ments of God ; o- 
therwiſe methinks 
then Calvin hath 
1 done: Iſhall inſtance 
a remarkable paſlage 
in the Second Book 
of his Inſtitutions, 
the ſeventh Chapter 
and fifth Section, 


Quod autem impoſſi- 


bile lem 


(70) 
bilem legis obſervati- 
onem d1ximm, 1d eſt 
pancis verbis expli- 
candum ſimul &» con- 
firmanaum ; Solet e- 
nim Vulgo abſurdiſſ- 
ma ſententia videri, 
ut Hieronimus non 
dabitauvit Anatbema. 
Hl denunciare : at 
quia wviſum fit Fero- 
imo. mnibil morar : 
inpeſſble @ppello:; 
- nec. font"  H=" 
j.34 quam, 


(71) 
| quam, ©» ne 11 poſte- 
rum fit, Dei ordina- 
tione © decreto im- 
peditur. 1 ſhallnow 
(ſaith he _) explam 
and confirm what I 
have fatd of the im-. 
poſhbility to obſerve 
theCommandments: 
which commonly 
ſeems a very abſurd 
| aflertion; infomuch 
that Ferom- doubted 
not to denounce it 
accurled ; but 


(72) 
but what ſeemed to 
him I donot care, I 
call that impoſlible 
which never was,and 
which God hath de- 
creed that it never 


Hu Command.- ſhall be, 
ments are not Vertu 0145 


3 Jon5.3: DoGrine ! 
if the Command- 
ments be impoſſible, 
and that God hath 


decreed them fo, ne- 
mo tenetur adimpoſſe- 


bile, 


> Mu A A a mM as 


FF __ | ———_ = Y —— —_— To *— 


a__ 


moins (Þ wn OJ) 


( 7 3 ) 


bile, Alas | weare of 


our ſelves too prone 


to takean allowance 
of Sin, without this 
Licenſe from Mr. 
Calvin. 

Tobe ſhort, the 
Church of God may 


and ought to reform 
themſelves in caſe of 
error, Or Corruption 
of manners: But if 


weonce admit others 


todo it,unauthoriz'd 


D or 


(74) 
or unlent, we open a| 
wide door to all Seas} 
and Hereſtes;andan-f | 
other conſequenceis, 

weſhallreſt no where; | : 
but be toſſed tooand} 
fro, ( asvaint Paull] 
ſpeaks) and carryed| : 
abour - with every] | 
wind of Dodrine,| | 
with the various 
lights of all Preten- 
ders : This, one 
would think, hath | 


been 


(75 


been apparent . c- 
nough in the expe- 
-| rience of our Age. 


Notthat we deny 
our need of amend- 


| ment and Reforma- 


tion in this World 
of imperfeQion ; but 
we give heed to the 
admonition of ou 
bleſſed Saviour, John 
IO. I. Very 1, lay 
unto you, he that 


| enters nof- by: the 


D 2 door 


(76) 
door into the Sheep- 
fold, but climberth up 


ſome other way, the 


ſame isa Theif anda | 


Robber: notentring 
in at the door, f1gni- 
fies entring without 
any Authority, et- 
ther extraordinary, 
when the Docrines 
are new and ſtrange, | 
or ordinary, when 
they are already 
known and confeſt. 

For 


NW oo MS 2 + 


(77) 


| © For grant C ſaith 


Þiſhop Sanderſon ) 


| for 1he ſuppreſſion of 


[dolatry, in caſe the 
Church will not do ber 
Office,that it is lawful 


for any unanthorix d 


Perſons (C ſuch as 
Knox, &>c. _) 10 take 
upon them to reform 
what they _—_ a- © 


miſs; there can beno 


ſufficient cauſe given, 


why by the ſame rea- 
D 3 Jon, 


(75) 


grounds, they may not 


niake Laws raiſeF or- 
ces, adminiſter Fuftice, 
execute Malefattors 
C Malignants ) or do 
any other thing the 
Magiſtrate ſhould do, 
in taſe the Magiſtrate 
ſlack to do bis duty : 
which if it were once 
granted, ( as granted 
1+ muſt be, in caſe your 
Presby- 


ſon, and upon the ſame 


take upon” them to | 


— os a a ad 


(79 } 
Presbyterian- Refor- 
| mation be juſtifiable_) 
\ | every wiſemnan ſeerb 
| tbeendcanbenootber. 
| butvaſt Anarchy, and 
| confuſion both © mm 
Church and Common- 
| wealth ; - whereupon 
muſt un avoidably fol 
| low the ſpeedy . fub- 
verſion both of Reli- 
\ gion and State, Se- 
cond Sermon adC'le- 
 runonRom.3.8. 


Da This 


{90) 
'F his is our preſent 
tale; you a private 
Perſon, pretendin gto 
no ' extraordinary 
things, fay all things 
are amiſs ;. the Magi- 
ſrate (and hea Chri- 
ſtian too) is of opt- 
nion, yea, perlwaded 
in ha Conſcience, 
that you do all chings 


amiſs ; .who ſhall be 
Jadge ? The Scrip- 


ture.; tis a ridiculous. 


an{wer. 


UMI 


(51) 
anſwer. The Scrip- 
ture is a Law; and 
no Law can everpro- 
' nounceeither forone 


" | or t other, butin the 
| monthof ſome Fade. 


Fromall theſe pre- 
' miſes | perſwade my 
| ſelf, your Anceſtors 
 werenoProphetsſent 
from God , but m- 
truded themſelves in- 
to theDivineF aunT:- 
' 0; and (asthe Pro- 
phet 


(82) 
phet ſpeaks) they 
followed their own 
Spirits, and prophe- 
cy doutoftheirown | 
hearts. To add one | 
word more, conſider | 
allche Prophets men- | 
tionedinHoly Scrip- | 
ture, Samuel, Elins, 
Iſaiah, Feremy, Ho- 
ſea,&c. Atthe begin- 
ning of- their Prophe- 
cies, thatthe VW orld: 
might : underſtand: 

| their Di- 


| 


3 
| 
; 


(83) 
Divine M:ſfon,they 
uſually declare how 

andn what manner 
they receivedit, 1/a. 
| 6.thefirſtand ſecond 
| Chap. of Fer. Soas 
their Authority was 
confeſſed, when the 
matter of their Pro- 
phecies was httle re- 
oarded.Somevfthem 
were qualified extra- 
ordinarily with” the 
power of Miractkes? 
hs pro- 


(34) 
propheſie of future 
events, &c. others 
had the ordinary Lt- 


cenſe from : the 


Schools of the Pro- | 


phets. 


In the New Telta- 
ment, our blefled Sa- 
viour and his Apo- 
ſtles, befidethe inter- 
nal excellency of 
their Dodrine, gave 


the World ſufficient 
external evidence 
that 


| 


UMI 


_ 
9 = 
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(35) 
that they were peTr- 
ſons ſent from God; 
and whereas you lay, 
that you Preach no 
other Dodrine then 
that of Chriſt and 
his Apoltles, itis the 
anſwer of Socinians, 
Anabaptiſts, &c. and 
will ſerve every mans 
turnas well as yours. 
But in the laſt place, 
cannot you jultific 
your ſelves by the 

Sobriety 


(36) 
Sobriety and vertue 
of your Lives? By 
the Loyalty of your 
Actions? Irisagreat 
controverſie, and I 
ſhall not take upon 
me to pronounce my 
ownlſence of it;” but 
you have heard of 
King James his opi- 
nion in the matter, 
Ego a Puritanis non 


In prafacios JOInm @ nd- 
Moners lruitatecon- 


tinno- 


= p 


: (87) 
tinuo Vexatus ſub, Ve 
rum etiam inipſo mas 
tris nteropropemodum 
extintins, antequam 
in Lucem editus fut. 
I have been diſquiet- 
ed (faith he) by the 
Puritans from my 
Mothers Womb, 
&c. And his Son 
the bleſſed _ King 
Charles the. Firſt; 
from a certain- intis 
mate | : acquaintance 


Yee with 


(98) 
with your Party, 
writes thus to our 
—_ Soveraign 
. King Charles the Se- 

cond ; If ever you 

ftand in need of them, 
or muſt ſiand to their 
courteſze, you are un- 
done ; you may never 
expect leſs of Loyalty, 
Fuftice, or Flumani- 
ty, then from thoſe 
who engage into Re- 
ligious Rebellion ; 


under 


Mr 


(89.3 
under the colours of 
piety, ambitions poli- 
cies march, not only 


 withgreateſt ſecurity, 


but applauſe, as tothe 
Populacy; you may 


| -bear from them Jas 


cobs voice, but you 


ſhall feel they bave 


Eſau 's hands. tn» t« 
O1)IXH, Chap.?2 Je | 

Thus[havegiven 
you the reaſons of 
my diſſatisfaQion , 


CONCCET- 


(90) 
cerning the validity | 
of your Presbyterian 
Mzrſion; and I muſt 
confels that I have 
here exprefled only 
ſome wiſhes, not any 
hopes of convincing 
you ; all my expeta- 
tion is, that. perhaps 
ſome unprejudic'd 
perſons will believe, 
that your Presbyte- 
rian K1RK hathno 
advantage, in point 


of 


(91) 
_ of a ſolid: Eoundati 


} | on, over Indepens 


dents, | Anabaptiſts, 
&e. -If inſtead of a. 
pertinent anſwer to 
all this diſcourſe, you 
| ſhall pleaſe to pals 
your cenſure on the. 
Author,and fay that 
he is ſome Papiſt; I 
mult reply to you in 
the words of the ex- 
cellent Biſhop San- 


derſon concerning 


the 


(92) 


the Puritan Preach- | 


F 


ers. 
Some of them, e- 
ſpecially ſuch as be: 
take themſelves to 
preaching betimes 


Þ, 


and bave not the lei. 


ſure and opportunity to 
look much into contro- 
werfies, underfiand 
very little of the true 


ſtate of the queſtion 


betwixt the Church of 


Rome and us; and 
yet 


| 


LIM | 


| 


(93) 


yet to ſhew their 


| | Leal againſt Popery, 


are forward enough 
tobe medling with it 


| zn the Pulpit; but 


with ſo much weakneſs 
and impertinency,that 
they leave the queiHt- 
on worſe. then they 
found it ;and the bear- 
er, if bs brought any 
| doubtswith bim,togo 
from Sermon more 
| diſſatisfid then be 


Came. 


('94) 
came. Preface t0 14. 
Sermons, Printed 
Anno 1657. Se&.18, 

Now.ift youpleale, 
let us conke a few 

words about ſome o- 

thers matters, firſt, 


CONCerning that prin- | 


ciple of yours, that 
nothing is to be done 
about -ui Worſhip 
and Service of Gad, 
without expreſs wat- | 
rantor precept in the | 
holy 


(95) 

holy Scriptures: and 
1 pray inform me 
where has our bleſſed 
Saviour or his Apo- 
{tles enjoyned a Di- 
reftory ' tor publick 
prayer ? Hath the 
Spirit any need of a 
Dire&ory ? what Di 
Vine warrant can you 
produce for your 
Singing to God in a 
ſet Form, & refuſing 


to © pray ina ſetForm? 


for 


(96) 
for {peaking to him 


your ſudden and ex- 


but ſpeaking to the 
people with a ſtudi- 
ed and compoſed 
Sermon ? In which 
of the Goſpels are 
to be found thoſe 
three fi 1gnificant Ce- 
remonies required at 
the taking your ſo- 
lema League & Co- 
venant ? Firſt, that 
we 


temporary thoughts, T | 


— 


(97) 
we muſt be anco- 
vered.Secondly,that 
I we muſt ſtand up. 
* | Thudly, with our 
- | right hand life up 
| | bare ? what expreſs 
| | Scripture have you 
for your form of 
publick pennance ;; 
called theſtool of re- 
pentance? Thisprin- 
| ciple-of yours (as 
hath -been ' already 
obſerved , by the 
*-- E Friendly 


(93) 
Friendly debate _) 


makes that unlawful | 
which the Scripture 


allows; in which we | 


fd many holy men | 


doing Lol Ghings 


(without any cert | 


fare) in Gods wor- 


ſhip,whickrhe hadng | 
where commended ; 

for inſtance, wha: 
Commandment had 
David for hs De- 
fign of building & 


Temple? | 


— 


i . 4 


(99) 
Temple ? Or. Solo- 
mon tor keeping a 


Feaſt of ſeven days 


- forthe Dedicationof 
' the Altar? For & 


recting an Alcartobe 
alcended by ſteps ? 
exprelsly forbidden 
in the 20. of Exod. 


verſe 26.. T hon ſhalt 
not go up by ſteps un- 
Or 


to mine Altar. 


what 'warrant. had «© 
 Herehinb for: conti-. _ © 
E2 nuing 


A * 
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_ (100) 
nuing the Feaſt of 
unleavened bread ſe- | 
 vendays longer then 
the time appointed 
by theLaw?2 Chron. 
30. 23. It you fay 
that all -cheſe things | 
poſſibly were war- # 
ranted, though not 
by Scripture ; but 
now Scripture war- 
rant isneceſlary,fince ,, 
extraordinary nſpt- 
tations are ceas'd : I 


pray 


CY 


(101 ) 
pray tell. us what 
Scripture have you 
for this very aſlerti- 
on, T hat extraordi- 
nary inſpirations are 
ceas d ? Ina word, 
This Principle of 
yours,makes the wor- 
{hip of God impoſ 
ible : The time, the 
place, the Veſturein 
which it ſhall be per- 
formed , being no 


where appointed : 
—_ 


i —_— Ar 


(102) 
Do not the Quakers 
retort 1t upon your 
{elves ? Demanding 
Scripture for ſtand- 
mg in a Pulpit, for 
Preaching upon a 
Text, and that by 
an hour-glaſs,ſtinting 
the Spirit; for wear- 
ing a Cloak or 
Gown, &*c. 
Another thing I 
would intreat you to 
refle& upon, 1s the 
reaſon 


| 


7 


& (103) 
| reaſon of your dif- 
-— pleafure at the tem- 
poral Revenues and 
encouragement of 


the Church of Exg- 
land; that whichDit- 
ſenters (1f I under- 
ſtand them aright _) 
would be at, is this, 
that the Clerg y be re- 


duced to their primi. 


tive poverty and de- 


pendance on thePeo-- 
ple; and methinks: 
 E4 Fudas 


2 NS 


JMI 


( 104) 

Fndas hath very well 
expreſſed their ſence, 
Fobn 12. 4. To what 
purpoſe, #s all this 
waſte of precious oint- 
ment on the feet of 
Cbrift ? might it not 
bave been ſold for 
three bundred pence, 
and given tothe poor ? 
T bis be ſaid, not that 
be cared for the poor, 
but becauſe be had the 
bag, and was aT hief. 
T hey 


T 


+ 


| 


UM 


(105) 
They do not confi- 
der, how many ver- 
tus there are requi- 
ſiteinaChurch-man, 
which can have no 
placein the houſe of 
Scarcity ; how little 
exemplary charity , 
temperance or hum- 
lity can be expeRed 
fromanarrow eltate: 
that we cannot ſay, 
heis a temperat man, 
who is ſo, having 


E 5 - fcarce- 


(106) 


ſcarcely wherewithal 


_. 


to fatisfie his thirſt : = 


oran humble perſon, , 


whoſe fortune gives 
him {mall temptation 


to beproud. Arenot 


all Chriſtians under 


the ſame obligations 
of humility and con- 


tempt of Riches as 


the Clergy ? Fay 


notup for yourſelves 


treaſures uponEarth, 
was aid to all; and 
is 


F 

f 

| 

; 

| 

| 
I 


Sia (107) 
is1t not true in expe- 
rience, that the po- 
verty of Prieſts muſt 
be attended with ig- 
noranceor very flen- 
derknowleds? The 
neceſſ1ties of our blel- 
{ed Saviour and his 
Apoſtles upon Earth, 
were ſupply'd by 
Miracles ; and there- 
fore their caſe and 
our snot the ſame. 

_ Give meleave to- 
com- 


(108) S 
commend to your | 
confideration, thoſe 
exccllent words of | 
King Charles the | 
Fiſt .  Kaw towns 7 
Chap. 14. The con- 
cluſzon of the War, % 
makes it evident, that 
the main Refoxmati- 
onintended, was the 
Robbing the Church 
of its Lands, andthe 
abaſing of Epiſcopacy 
into Presbytery; but 


1.0: 


— 


—— 


(109) 
no neceſſity ſhall ever, 
T bope, drive me or 
mine to invade or ſell 
the Priefls Lands, 
which even Pharo- 
ah's Divinity abbor- 
red to do. If the po- 
verty of Scotland 
might, yet the plenty 
of England cannot 
excuſe the envy and 
rapine of the Church 
Lands. The next 
work will be Jerobo- 


am F 


, "ts _ 
th Y 


(110) 
am's . Reformation , 
Conſecrating the 
meaneſt of the people 
tobe Prieſts in Iirael, 
to ſerve their Golden 
Calves, who have 
enriched themſelves 
with the Churches 
Patrimony. 

Again, be pleas'd 
to reflect on your 
diſpleaſure at the 
Liturgy of the 
Church of England. 


Some. 


(111) 
Some of you are for no 
Forms at all ; others are 
for Liturgy, but it muſt 
be reformed. In the 
Hiſtory of About the 

the Reign of Tear 1585, 
Queen, El:zabeth.,, this 
pallage is obſervable: 
tour Claſſes of Presby- 
terians, complained. of 
the Liturgy to the Lord: 
Burleigh then Secretary 
of State; his Lordſhip 
bad themgoand make a 


better ; whereupon the 


firft Claſſes went and 
fram'd anew one, ſome- 
what near that of Gene« 


ways © 


(112) 
v4; this the ſecond 
Claſſes diſlikes, and al- 
tersin {1x hundred parti- 
culars; which alterati- 
on was excepted againſt 
by the third Claſis, and 
what the third reſolved 
upon, the fourth would 
not conſent to : Thus 

our Party expe a ſa- 
+1" ns Area. the wor- 
{ſhip .of God, which is 
impoſſible to be given 
you. Asto your pray- 
ing by theS "cit, ow 
is a certain doubt in. it, 
See the friend- which hi- 


ly debate. therto none 
of 


| 
| 
| 


[ 
| 
| 


(113) 
of you would do us the 
favour to reſolve : Ei- 
ther you mean praying 
by the Spirit of God, 
or by your own Spirits ; 
if you conceive the 
words and matter of 

our prayer by the di- 
Rate Feke Holy Ghoſt, 
then are your prayers as 
much the word of God 
as any of David's 
Pſalms, or as any part 
of the Bible; and; be- 
ing written from your 
mouths, may become 
Canonical Scripture. It 
by praying with the Spi- 


it, 


_ © (4) 
xit, you only mean that 
you areinſprr'd with de- 
vout affections, then 
there is nothing in your 
prayers, but what others 
may pretend.to, aswell. { 
as your lelves. 
In brief, Since you {| 
do not pretend toenter- 4: 
tain your people with _ | 
immediate inſpirations , 
you oblige them to a 
Service they know not 
what, to offer up | 
prayers, whereof they <© 
know not a ſyllable, nor 
your ſelf neither, before +. 
you begin : ifyou know {| 


them 
Og MW; * " 2 


7% 


(#49) ©. 
them before hand, either 
for matter or words,thert 
they cannot be extempg- 
re, as you would have 
the people believe , per- 
adventure the reaſon 
why the people fancy 
your prayers, is, their 
variety; they love not 
ro go where they muſt 
be always entertain'd 
with the ſame expreſ{i- 
ons ; burif the ſence of 
our own infirmities 
( which are always the 
lame) cannot oblige us 
to pray, why ſhould a 
ſer of new words do it? 
Conſl1- 


=__—sy Pe. MN 


Cod 


©": I 16) 
- 4 ted fider thoſe words 
wat the- bleſſed Martyr 
ng Char the Firſt, 
p oY th w - _ Some men are ſo 
bo Porby - impatient, not to 
x tech their devotions 
" Owh. invention and 
, that they wholly 
þ away and contemrs 
2 ne-l ras Prayer. I ever 
== ſong obt -"y the proud 
. Offettation of mens own 
litics for Invention, 
"7. at 41's wain affeation 
= E F-ariety for expreſſi- 
"one in publick prayer , 
"© werits a greater brand of 
J Sie, then that which 
he -- they 


(17) wh 
p they call colduefs\ bar 
renneſs , nor are piei 
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